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How to play the original NewzBrain rules.
1.

2.

3.

4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

9.

Divide the students into groups (4-6 students per group). Each team selects a Captain. The Captain's role is to ask for the team's first
question. When that team chooses their next question, move clockwise so each student in the group can pick a favorite category.
The Captain's other role is to orally give the answer to the teacher. The Captain is the team spokesperson for the game.
The game begins with the Captain of Team 1 asking for a category and point total question. Allow a reasonable amount of time to
answer. If the answer is wrong, Team 2 can steal the points if their Captain gives the correct answer. If Team 2 is wrong, it then
goes to Team 3 to steal the points.
The next question of the game is asked by the Captain of Team 2. When Team 3 has asked their question, Round 1 is over. Round 2
begins when the person sitting clockwise to the Team 2 Captain asks for a new question. The score should be announced after each
regulation round.
This is quite different than TV Jeopardy because the team that answers correct does not always get the next question. It is possible
for a team to steal points and then get the next question, but only because it is their turn.
Teachers may find the 80 pt. questions too difficult and may choose to use them for another activity, or choices may be added to
make them easier to answer.
Depending on reading level, students may be the readers for the game. This is an honor for some students and it gives the teacher a
well-deserved break.
10-15 minutes before time is up, and after Team 3 has asked for its question that ends the round, call out for last round of regulation.
When the last round is over, read off the point totals. The team behind gets first choice of Bonus category. The team in second place
must choose a different category, then the leaders get to choose their category. Another way to play the Bonus Round is to have the
team behind pick the bonus category for the team ahead.
The Bonus questions are worth 200 points each. All other students should be quiet as the team gets their questions. Bonus questions
are read one after the other. There is no stealing of points in the Bonus round.
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MLK Day

This Friday is what important day for America? Inauguration Day, MLK Day
President Trump Inauguration Question: President Trump’s inauguration will be
followed by a parade on _______ Avenue with the inaugural balls later on.
Pennsylvania, Washington
In 1964, Martin Luther King Jr. became the youngest man to be awarded what prize?
Nobel Peace Prize, Presidential Medal of Freedom, Pulitzer Prize
President Trump Inauguration Question: President Trump’s inauguration ceremony
will begin Thursday, January 19th, when President-Elect Trump and Vice-President
Elect Mike Pence lay a wreath at _______ National Cemetery. (hint: starts with A)
President Trump Inauguration Question: This Friday, President Trump’s
Inauguration will take place on the West Front of the United States _______ ______
in Washington, D.C.. Capitol Building, Lincoln Memorial, Oval Office, White House
What four words from a Martin Luther King speech are synonymous with his
nonviolent efforts to end the unequal treatment of races?
Not laying low as a “lame-duck” president, in his last days as leader, President Obama
named two national preservation parks, including Bear Ears National Monument Park
in what western state?
Not laying low as a “lame-duck” president, in his last days as leader, President Obama
named two national preservation parks, including Gold Butte National Park in what
western state?
Customer Growth Partners say Americans spent 5% more this past holiday, the most
in a decade. The buying was assisted by low _______ prices through 2016. food, gas,
TV
Martin Luther King Jr. became involved in the civil rights movement after Rosa Parks
refused to give up her seat on a _______. bus, train, subway
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In what largest South Asian nation did a train recently derail and take the lives of
seventy people? India, Indonesia
In what hurricane-ravaged nation, in the capital of Port-au-Prince, did the people
sparsely turn out to vote in a new leader? Dominican Republic, Haiti
President Trump will try to change world trade. As of now, what country, known as
the “world’s low cost manufacturing center,” has a trade surplus of $400 billion?
China, Mexico, Russia
Recently, what religious leader officially ended the Roman Catholic 2016 “Year of
Mercy” with a speech on mercy?
In what nation did ISIS terrorists threaten to use chemical weapons against allied
forces in the fight over the city of Mosul? Afghanistan, Iraq, Russia, Syria
What nation has been criticized by western nations for a buildup of long-range
missiles along the Baltic Sea? France, Russia, Syria, Turkey
Over the holidays, what world leader was in the news homebound at the Sandringham
estate with a bad cold?
A United Nations report says that, entering 2017, what percent of the world’s
population uses the Internet? (within 3%)
World gas use is decreasing each year. What is the reason?
fewer cars on the roads, less world population, more electric cars
The USS Zumwalt, a new Navy destroyer, was recently towed out of what famous
Western Hemisphere canal after it broke down?

India
Haiti
China

Pope Francis
Iraq
Russia
Queen
Elizabeth II
47 (was 43% a
year ago)
more electric
cars
Panama

People, Places & Things
10
10
20
20
40
40
80
80

B

B

The International Earth Rotation and Reference Systems tacked on one ______ to
2016 in order to line up planet rotation and atomic time.
second, minute
The Dutch have the tallest men in the world at an average of 6’. The world's shortest
women are in Guatemala, where 18-year-old females average what height? 4’ 11”, 5’ 3”
Due to warmer than normal temperatures, southwestern states began their annual
pecan (in-shell nuts) harvest later than usual. What state is America’s leader in pecan
harvesting? California, Florida, Georgia
Freeze in California is an annual risk to citrus crops. California produces 21% of the
nation’s oranges and 86% of the nation’s _______.
bananas, figs, lemons
U.S. farm corn prices are low, meaning there is a high supply of corn, and that means
what important food staple in Mexico has low prices? beans, corn bread, maize, tortillas
After Hollywood mother and daughter stars Carrie Fischer and _______ Reynolds
died a day apart, reports say they were buried together.
What 35-year-old pop star was a victim of a Twitter hack when it was posted that she
died?
Britney Spears, Meghan Trainor, Rihanna, Taylor Swift
President Trump Inauguration Question: At ______ years, 220 days of age on
Inauguration Day, Donald J. Trump will become the oldest person to assume the
presidency. (to nearest 5)
Ivanka Trump, the future First Daughter, is likely to play a larger role in governing
than any previous First Daughter. Ivanka said what issue will be her focus while her
father is President of the United States?
child care for working mothers, disease prevention, drug addiction
Robert Leo Hulseman recently died at age 84. He is known as the inventor of the Red
Solo Cup. What country artist wrote a song and made a music video on the Red Solo
Cup?
Brad Paisley, Kenny Chesney, Toby Keith
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Cancer deaths are declining in America. What reason does the American Cancer
Society give for a drop in cancer deaths?
effective treatments, Obamacare
Cancer deaths are declining in America. Doctors say that by age 80 what percent of
Americans are likely to get some sort of benign cancer?
50%, 80%
1 in 9 Americans over 65 have what disease that affects the memory?
In general, mothers say if they had more of what, they would be better parents?
food, money, sleep
Sixty percent of teens who drink say they have tried binge drinking. Binge drinking is
defined as having at least how many drinks in a row? 2, 5, 10
Source: CDC
Most Americans are satisfied with their personal lives. What group of Americans are
happiest?
clergy, married, single, wealthy
What are the two main sociological reasons why there is a higher percentage of
American women living without men compared to fifty years ago?
If a mother is lying awake at night, what is she most likely stressing out over?
New federal rules say nursing homes must have a staff person who is in charge of
handling what problems?
abuses, depression, resident grievances
New federal rules say nursing homes must develop a culture where residents
“feel” like they are at _______.
church, home, peace
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This week is the annual _______ Choice Awards.
People’s, Viewer’s
“Can’t Stop the Feeling” by Justin Timberlake, “One Dance” by Drake, “Pillowtalk”
by Zayn and “Work” by Rihanna are nominated for a People’s Choice Award for
Favorite Song. What Meghan Trainor song is also nominated?
“The Big Bang Theory,” “Black-ish,” “Jane the Virgin,” “Modern Family” and “New
_______” are nominated for a People’s Choice Award for Favorite Network TV
Comedy. Girl, Family, World
Carrie Underwood, Kelsea Ballerini, Miranda Lambert, Reba McEntire and what longtime country singer/country music leader are nominated for a People’s Choice Award
for Favorite Female Country Artist?
Kevin Hart, Robert Downey Jr., Ryan Reynolds, Tom Hanks and Will Smith are
nominated for a People’s Choice Award for Favorite Movie Actor. What film is
Hanks nominated for?
Captain America, Cast Away, Miracles From Heaven,
Sully
Which of these actresses was not nominated for a People’s Choice Award for Favorite
Movie Actress? Anna Kendrick, Jennifer Lawrence, Margot Robbie, Zendaya
This week is the annual People’s Choice Awards. Family films nominated are “Alice
Through the Looking Glass,” “Finding Dory,” “The Jungle Book,” “The Secret Life of
Pets” and “________.” (hint: one word)
What is the name of the new Fox show starring Kaitlin Olsen about a girl named
Mackenzie who is left to take care of her sister’s rich kids?
Ariana Grande, Britney Spears and three others are nominated for a People’s Choice
Award for Favorite Female Artist. Name the other three nominated artists that are
known by a single name.
America’s Got Talent, Dancing With the Stars, MasterChef, The Voice and what other
physical competition show is nominated for the People’s Choice Award for Favorite
Competition TV Show?
American Ninja Warrior, Survivor, Wipeout
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What ESPN original personality, who was with the network when it launched in 1979,
will step aside from the cameras?
Chris Berman, Stuart Scott
ESPN original personality Chris Berman, who was with the network when it launched
in 1979, will step aside from the cameras. He is known for winning six National
_______ of the Year Awards. Play-by-Play, Sportscaster
What NFL home field playoff team had to move game times due to an ice storm?
The New England Patriots entered the 2016-17 NFL playoffs with what best record of
the playoff teams? (hint: 16-game season)
15-1, 14-2, 13-3
Who won the NFL rushing title?
DeMarco Murray, Ezekiel Elliot, LeSean McCoy, LeVeon Bell
After the season ended, Super Bowl winning coach Gary Kubiak retired. What team
did Kubiak coach to the NFL Super Bowl Championship in the 2015-16 season?
The Detroit Lions and Houston Texans entered the 2016-17 NFL playoffs with what
worst record of the playoff teams?
The day after the regular season ended what two NFL west coast teams fired head
coaches Chip Kelly and Mike McCoy?
What college basketball team is without their head coach Mike Krzyzewski while he
recovers from lower back surgery? Duke, North Carolina, UCLA
This weekend, what two teams will play in the NFC Championship game?
Atlanta-Dallas, Atlanta-Green Bay, Green Bay-Seattle
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Vacation days are sacred to the U.S. worker. More than half of U.S. workers in 2016
used how many of their vacation days? all of them, half of them (S: Bankrate)
What is the reason most American workers do not use all their vacation days?
fear work mounting up on them, they feel guilty
What sport is the nation’s favorite? baseball, football, soccer
S: Harris Poll
Robert Leo Hulseman of Northfield, IL, died at age 84. He is known as the inventor
of the _______ Solo Cup.
Red, Party, Styrofoam
Gearheads love their cars. Which of these is a common gearhead nickname for a car?
Baby, Doll, Honey, Love
What event is a teenager’s first life event that allows them true independence?
driving, first date, graduating from high school, owning cell phone
Name the four state capital cities that have the word “city” in the name.
The American Dialect Society once chose MURSE as word of the year. Murse mean
two things, what are they?
A public smoking ban in Europe began a decade ago in what nation that coincidentally
gave America the words “cigarette” and “nicotine?”
France, Germany, Great Britain, Norway, Spain, Switzerland
A lion normally lives 17 years. The Philadelphia Zoo recently euthanized Zenda,
which they believe was the oldest African lion at what age? (within 1) 25, 30, 35
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Students Speak
This week, America will have a new president. After a contentious 2016
election season, discuss if Americans can be unified again. What are the
ramifications if we have a divided nation in case of war?
The Trump phenomenon is a result of massive numbers of Independents
voting for him. Discuss what a political “independent” is and what issues
are important for an “independent.”
How does your school celebrate Martin Luther King Jr. Day? Why is it
important for today’s students to study the civil rights movement of the
mid-20th century?

